In December of 2018 – a new church plant called Mission
Charlottesville began worshiping at Burley Middle School, 901
Rose Hill Drive, Charlottesville, VA 22903.
Mission Charlottesville is:
4.1 miles from Aldersgate UMC
1.7 miles from Wesley Memorial UMC
1.5 Miles from Hinton Avenue UMC
0.8 miles from First UMC
This new church plant relies on the Wesleyan Covenant
Association (WCA) for connectionalism and is financially
supported through and by the Evangelical Fellowship of
Virginia (EFVA).
The photos and other information that are provided in this
report will outline the direct connection between the WCA
and the EFVA and also convey why their support of Mission
Charlottesville should be of great concern to the Virginia
Annual Conference.
This information was gathered through publicly available
information as found through social media, websites, and
other internet searches.
All screenshots are documented with appropriate links and
the time they were taken/accessed.

On November 28, 2018 the sponsored post (pictured
below) appeared on the facebook feed of the Associate
Pastor at First UMC, Charlottesville.

https://www.facebook.com/MissionCharlottesville/
11/28/2018 – Mobile Phone Screenshot

More information was collected from the Mission
Charlottesville facebook page through additional
mobile screenshots taken on the same day.
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https://www.facebook.com/MissionCharlottesville/
11/28/2018 – Mobile Phone Screenshots

Here is a larger view of the 4th picture:
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https://www.facebook.com/MissionCharlottesville/
11/28/2018 – Mobile Phone Screenshots

Following an initial report that was sent to the VAUMC
Cabinet in December of 2018, the previous information
was removed from the Mission Charlottesville facebook
page. On Wednesday, May 22, 2019 – It was discovered
that it had been put back up:

https://www.facebook.com/pg/MissionCharlottesville/about/
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

This information alone may not have been enough to
prompt additional searches into Mission Charlottesville or
their possible connections to the WCA and the EFVA.
But when members of First UMC began to follow Mission
Charlottesville on social media…
and when the District Lay Leader of the Charlottesville
District began to advertise this new church on her
personal facebook page…
and when members of First UMC began to leave, in order
to begin attending worship services at Mission
Charlottesville…
and when through different interpersonal exchanges,
members of the Mission Charlottesville community used
terms such as “spy” or “the enemy” when referring to and
speaking to members of First UMC…
The following questions had to be asked:
Who is David Ford?
What is his connection to the WCA and the EFVA?
What are the connections between the WCA and EFVA?
Why is the VAUMC not more on top of this?

To begin with, David Ford is a member of the Wesleyan
Covenant Association. No problem, there are a few pastors
that are… But Mission Charlottesville is a member church of
the WCA. What does that mean…?

https://www.facebook.com/pg/MissionCharlottesville/about/
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

According to their own printed material, the WCA conveys
the following information about congregational
membership:

https://wesleyancovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/wcaNewBrochure2copy.pdf
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

https://wesleyancovenant.org/membership/
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

The WCA also goes on to clearly identify that they are
working within The United Methodist Church:

https://wesleyancovenant.org/about-page/#1533313865857-b4653461-cac6
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

From the previous information, one might conclude that
membership as a WCA affiliated church, is apparently not
limited to just United Methodist Churches.
But The WCA does have a clear agenda to recruit from and
affect change within The United Methodist Church.
With that in mind, the next question might be:
What is David Ford’s connection to the WCA and to The
United Methodist Church?

Firstly, we know that David Ford is a Clergy Member of the
Wesleyan Covenant Association.

https://www.missioncharlottesville.org/about-the-pastor
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

In fact, when this information was being collected in
November of 2018, David Ford was the 2nd Vice President of
the WCA chapter in Virginia.

http://vawca.org/vawca-council/
11/28/2018 – Laptop Screenshot

This webpage has since been updated, but you can still see
where they have (1st VP) next to Steve Hay’s name…
Why a 1st if there is not currently a 2nd?

http://vawca.org/vawca-council/
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

David Ford even attended the Wesleyan Covenant
Association’s Global Legislative Assembly on November 2,
2018 in Marietta, GA – and as voting member, he offered a
substitution to a resolution:

http://vawca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Minutes-Global-Legislative-Assembly20181.pdf
11/28/2018 – Laptop Screenshot

The resolution he was adding a substitution to was about
creating a new denomination…

http://vawca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Minutes-Global-Legislative-Assembly20181.pdf
11/28/2018 – Laptop Screenshot

Two other people even tried to change the wording to this
proposal – but were overwhelmingly voted down on both
accounts.

http://vawca.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Minutes-Global-Legislative-Assembly20181.pdf
11/28/2018 – Laptop Screenshot

David Ford is clearly connected to the WCA, both locally, in
Virginia, and on a national level. But why is he in
Charlottesville starting a new church?
Is the WCA planting churches?

Yes, the Wesleyan Covenant Association has moved forward
in operating outside of The United Methodist Church with
apparent plans to start a “network of churches.”

https://www.facebook.com/MissionCharlottesville/
11/28/2018 – Mobile Phone Screenshots

In a bid to serve on the WCA Council – David Ford noted, as
part of his nomination information (which everyone in WCA
leadership read and saw), that he turned his United
Methodist Ordination credentials to start a new WCA
affiliated church.

https://wesleyancovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-NomineeSummary.docx.
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshots

As a note, this report is not just about David Ford - but it is
about clearly establishing relationships and goals that exist
between people and organizations.
The WCA is clearly working with David Ford as part of their
plans to establish a new network of churches and even a new
denomination. David Ford has surrendered his United
Methodist Ordination credentials in order to do this work.
Concerns arise though when David Ford and the WCA use a
another organization (the Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia)
to financially support their new denomination and network
of churches.

If we review the information from the Mission Charlottesville
facebook page, we learn that the ministry of this WCA
affiliated church is financially supported through tax
deductible donations made out to the EFVA.

https://www.facebook.com/pg/MissionCharlottesville/about/
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

The EFVA has very clearly defined objectives:

https://www.efumcva.org/objectives
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

Please take a moment to review Objectives 2, 4, and 6 of the
Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia.

The EFVA is an organization that says their “purpose is to
unite United Methodists, clergy & laity across the Virginia
Conference”
They want “to be a positive force within the Virginia
Conference of The United Methodist Church,”
They feel welcome to effectively “hold periodic meetings
and retreats, including gathering at the annual meeting of
the Virginia Conference for inspiration, challenge, fellowship,
and praise.”
And they are striving to “influence the actions of the General
Conference of The United Methodist Church”
https://www.efumcva.org/
Accessed on 5/22/2019

Why is the Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia financially
supporting an alternative network of churches that are being
led by former UMC clergy members who are working with
the WCA to kick start a newly formed denomination within
the boundaries of the Virginia Annual Conference?
That appears to be in opposition to all of their stated
objectives.

For clarity, the addresses and contact listed from the Mission
Charlottesville facebook page and the Evangelical Fellowship
of Virginia website are the same.

https://www.facebook.com/pg/MissionCharlottesville/about/
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

https://www.efumcva.org/executive-board
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

https://www.efumcva.org/contact-us
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

The Wesleyan Covenant Association is working with the
Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia to help support the new
WCA affiliated church, Mission Charlottesville.
And the connections between these three organizations are
even greater than simple facebook posts…

The images that follow are computer screenshots that
illustrate the many connections that exist between the WCA
(nationally and locally), The EFVA, and David Ford.

https://www.efumcva.org/executive-board
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

http://vawca.org/vawca-council/
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

It’s hard to read to but you can also view the Board Members
of the Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia by class year:

https://www.efumcva.org/board-by-class-year
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

David Ford (class of 2021) was recently elected back to the
EFVA Board for another 3 year term.

When you view them together:

https://www.efumcva.org/board-by-class-year
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

http://vawca.org/vawca-council/
5/22/2019 – Laptop Screenshot

7/9 members of the Virginia Wesleyan Covenant Association
Council maintain active membership on the Board of
Directors for the Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia.
David Ford is an also an active member on the Board of
Directors for the Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia and
recent VP of the Virginia Wesleyan Covenant Association .
The Board Members of the Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia
are working to solicit financial support for the new WCA
affiliated church, Mission Charlottesville.
The WCA is using the Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia as a
tax-free financial conduit for the expressed purpose of
starting an alternative denomination.

Following the launch of Mission Charlottesville on
December 2, 2018 – more information has been made
available through a lay member of the Charlottesville
District of The United Methodist Church who attended
the first public worship service of Mission Charlottesville.
These are photos of selected sections of their
informational pamphlet that they handed out to guests

The efforts by the Board Members of the Evangelical
Fellowship of Virginia and the Virginia Wesleyan
Covenant Association Council, to support this new
network of churches are a great cause for concern.
The actions by these clergy and lay members display a
disobedience to the order and discipline of The United
Methodist Church because they are facilitating the
dissemination of doctrines that contrary to the
established standards of doctrine of The United
Methodist Church and undermining and disrupting the
ministry of other pastors in the Charlottesville area.

In the weeks leading up to the launch of Mission
Charlottesville, the District Lay Leader of the Charlottesville
District of the Virginia Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church encouraged and invited her facebook
friends to attend this new Wesleayn Covenant Association
church through sharing posts from the Mission
Charlottesville facebook page. She was confirmed as an
attendee at this service and resigned from her position at
the end of 2018.
The District Lay Leader

The post she shared:

https://www.facebook.com/
11/28/2018 – Mobile Phone Screenshots
*This is one of multiple posts that were shared.*

With all of this information, why is the Evangelical
Fellowship of Virginia still allowed banquet space and by its
inclusion, given the tacit approval of the Virginia Annual
Conference?

